Gold Inlays
Gold inlays are made from a yellow gold alloy (dental gold) are similar to fillings in function but which are cast in the dental laboratory. They may be used for back teeth where there is a heavy bite (occlusion) or where a normal filling may have poor retention. 

At the first visit your dentist will prepare the tooth as for a filling but with a slightly different retentive form. An impression of the preparation is taken and the cavity is dressed with a temporary filling. The impression is then sent to the dental laboratory.

In the laboratory a wax “inlay” is shaped on the dye made from the impression. The wax form is then invested and the gold inlay is cast onto the dye. Once cast the gold inlay is finished and polished for return to the dentist.

The dentist then removes the temporary filling and cements the gold inlay into the tooth, burnishing the edges into the tooth. These restorations have a number of advantages:

· Gold inlays often have a longer life than normal fillings. 

· They are very smooth to the tongue and cheeks.

· As the inlay is cast they have good resistance to a heavy bite (occlusion) as it will not fracture.

Some people like to have “gold teeth” while others are less keen on the colour of these restorations. However this is a matter of the eye of the beholder.

Alternative treatments to gold inlays include composite fillings, ceramic inlays or different types of crowns. 

 Back
The Dental Room Jersey
The Dental Room Jersey
